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Awards

November 15, 2008
The Westin St. Francis Hotel
San Francisco, California

Persian Garden Gala



Radha Blackman
Noosheen Hashemi
Simin Hashemi
Mariam Hosseini
Ellie Javadi
Laili Javid
Nazie Naimi
Ladan Lari
Anouk Lim
Sheila Pfeiffer
Lily Sarafan
Abdi Soltani

Blending Persian traditions of charity with cutting edge philanthropic practices, PARSA CF encourages strategic giving and 
active civic participation through education, tax-efficient vehicles, and recognition of community service. 

PARSA CF awards semi-annual grants to enterprising non-profits in the United States focused on preservation and 
advancement of arts and culture, leadership development, and civic integration.

We strive to perpetuate ancient Persian values of freedom, tolerance and hospitality.

William Drayton
Vartan Gregorian
Laurene Powell Jobs
Matthew Symonds

Anousheh Ansari
Alaleh Azarkhish
Majid Ghafghaichi
Noosheen Hashemi 
Ali Gholi Hedayat
Salar Kamangar
Afshin Molavi
Francis Najafi
Dr. Camran Nezhat

Anousheh Ansari
Bita Daryabari
Noosheen Hashemi 
Salar Kamangar
Omid Kordestani
Hamid Moghadam
Francis Najafi
Dr. Camran Nezhat    

Gala
Committee

Board Of 
Advisors

Board Of 
Directors

Meadwood Social
Venture Partners

PARSA Community Foundation



Awards

This award is given to a self-made individual who has culminated 
his or her success through innovative philanthropic leadership, 
perpetuated the American Dream for others, and has given time 
and resources generously, inviting others to do the same.

Paul Merage

Honorary Co-Chairs

We Thank Our Generous Supporters

Ferdosi
Susan Akbarpour and 
Faraj Aalaei 

Saeed and 
Samira Amidi

Maryam Ansary
Nikki Iravani and 
Mozafar Maghsoudnia 

Aria Mehrabi
Mitratech Holdings
Ellie and 
Mohammad Mortazavi

Avid Modjtabai and 
Hossein Namdar 

Ali and Anousheh Razi
Sacramento Friends
Lily Sarafan and 
Amir Ghorbani

Avicenna

Hafez

Bita Daryabari
Noosheen Hashemi and 
Farzad Nazem

Salar Kamangar
Hamid and Tina Moghadam
Francis Najafi

Anonymous
Anousheh and Hamid Ansari
Majid and Mina Ghafghaichi
Anthony Kayvan Hay
Ali Gholi and 
Emanuela Hedayat

Paul and Lilly Merage
Naimi and Ronaghi Families
Gita and Ali Saberioon

Sponsors
United States Senator Dianne Feinstein
Congresswoman Anna Eshoo
Congressman Mike Honda
Congresswoman Barbara Lee
Congressman Daniel Lungren
Congresswoman Jackie Speier
Congresswoman Lynn Woolsey
State Senator Carole Migden
Assembly Member Felipe Fuentes
Assembly Member Kevin de León
Assembly Member Mark DeSaulnier
Assembly Member Sally Lieber
Assembly Member Mark Leno
Assembly Member Tony Mendoza
Assembly Member Gene Mullin
Assembly Member Curren Price
Assembly Member Alberto Torric
Assembly Member Lois Wolk
Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa
San Francisco District Attorney Kamala Harris
San Francisco Supervisor Ross Mirkarimi
Beverly Hills Councilman Jimmy Delshad
Cupertino Mayor Dolly Sandoval

November 15, 2008

Persian Garden Gala

PARSA Community Foundation
Philanthropist of the Year Award

Ashraf Ghandehari Bahadorzadeh

This award is given to an individual who exemplifies courageous 
volunteerism and bold leadership, who tackles difficult problems 
with long-term solutions, and who inspires others to make 
unselfish commitments to a cause.

PARSA Community Foundation
Volunteerism and Action Award

Reception:  4 pm
Dinner, Auction, and Program:  6 pm
Concert and Dancing:  8 pm

The Westin St. Francis Hotel
335 Powell Street
San Francisco, California

Cocktail Attire   
RSVP by October 25, 2008

Musical Performance
Bijan Mortazavi 

Master of Ceremonies
Dan Ahdoot

Space is Limited.  For further information, 
please visit parsacf.org or call 650.367.9105.

An Eighteenth-Century Plan of Bagh-e Dowlatabad, Yazd
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1735 East Bayshore Road, Suite 30B
Redwood City, California 94063

Images courtesy of Mage Publishers, The Persian Garden: Echoes of Paradise, 2004.




